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. The recent testing of a turbipne powereH car
for the Indianapolis is a matter of great ‘interest
to all motor racing enthusiasts, This car which
rejoices in the name of the SACFIREROID may wall be
the forerunner,of 2 similarp linsage in Burope.: .

dxcept for & huge exhaust pipg protruding
from the boanet, the'Car?svoutWarﬁ‘appearancefis
the same &s a Kurtis 500K racing car - it had in
fact run smecond at Indianapolis in 1952 belfove @
being purcha 8 by Firestoneg fopr eXperimental
Purposes. From the bulk-hsad back it is unaltered
but ahead of the bulkhead theprs is a mage of tubing.
and miscéllaneous equipment resembling a well ‘
filled bim of assorted parts in an aircraft surplus
store, The powerplant is a 195 Dbl pe Boeing 202
gas turbine of the type used to sturt jet &ngines,

Running gear and bowerplant are mated hy meansg
of an adaptor plate between the engineg driven unit
and the transmission - no clutch is necessary with
the turbines torque transmission system, No alter-
ations to the chassis arse made other than removal
of the radiator and the fabricationm of relatively
simple engine mounting brackets, - Instruments are
changed but the controls remain basically the same,

Starting is easy. The starter is pressced
and held on until the conpressorp engine reaches
15,000 r.p.m. (with the brakas locked on), then
the fuel switch is flicked.and she's running.

Power. in the form of the compressor's hot
eéxhaust gases is dirscted to the driven member,
Which is linked directly to the car's two spsed
transmission. The smooth transmission of power
is ideal for fast or slow getaways, although there’
is no slowing down on Compression when the throttie
is eased. This free-wheeling cffect makes good
brakes mendatory and Bendix is currently develop-

ing a set of multiple-biscuit spot brakes for the
car, ,
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